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THE STORY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
I.-T1rn

l~E 1 TUCKY

Hot'\IE.

ot far from Hodgensville, in Kentucky, there
once lived a man who e name was Thomas Lincoln. This man had built for himself a little log
cabin by the side of a brook, where there vvas an
ever-flowing . pring of water.
There was but one room in this cabin. On the
side next to the brook there was a low doorway;
and at one end there was a large fireplace, built
of rough stones and clay.
The chimney was very broad at the bottom
and narrow at the top. It wa made of clay,
with flat stones and slender ticks laid around
the outside to keep it from falling apart.
In the wall, on one side of the fireplace, there
wa a square hole for a window. But there was
no glass in this window. In the summer it wa.
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left open all the lime. In cold weather a deerkin, or a pi ce of coarse cloth, was hung over
it to keep out the wind and the snow.
At night, or on stormy days, the skin of a
bear was hung across the doorway ; for there was
no door on hinges to be opened and hut.
There was no ceiling lo the room. I3ut the
inmates of the cabin, by looking up, could ee tht.
bare rafter · and the rough roof-boards, which
11r. Lincoln himself had split and hewn.
Th re was no floor, but only the bare ground
that had been moolhed and beaten until it was
a leYel and hard a. pavement.
For chairs there were only block of wood and
a rude bench on one side of the fireplace. The
bed was a little platform of pole ·, on which were
pread the furry kins of wild animals, and a
patchwork quilt of home. pun goods.
In this poor cabin, on the 12th of February,
1809, a baby boy wa born. There was already
one child in the family-a girl, two years old,
whose name wa arah.
The little boy grew and became strong like
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other babies, and his parents named him A braham, after his grandfather, who had been killed
by the Indians many .years before.
When he was old enough to run about, he liked
to play under the trees by the cabin door. Sometimes he would go with his little sister into the
woods and watch the birds and the squirrels.
He had no playmates. He did not know the
meaning of toys or playthings. But he was a
happy child and had many pleasant ways.
Thomas Lincoln, the father, was a kind-hearted
man, very strong and brave.
Sometimes he
would take the child on his knee and tell him
strange, true stories of the great forest, and of
the Indians and the fierce beasts that roamed
among the woods and hills.
For Thomas Lincoln had always lived on the
wild frontier; and he would rather hunt deer and
other game in the forest than do anything else.
Perhaps this is why he was so poor. Perhaps
this is why he was content to live in the little
log cabin with so few of the comforts of life.
But Nancy Lincoln, the young mother, did not
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complain.
he, too, had gro,Yn up among the
rude . cene of the backwoods.
'he had never
known better thing .
.. nd yet he ,va by nature refined and gentle;
and people who knew her aid that she was very
handsome. ' he wa a model hou ekeeper, loo;
and her poor log cabin wa the neatest and bestkept hou e in all that neighborhood.
o woman could be bu ier than she.
he
knew how to spin and weave, and she mad all
the clothing for h er family.
he knew how to \Yield the ax and the hoe;
and he could work on the farm or in the o-arden
when her help wa needed.
he had al o learned how to hoot with a rifle;
and she could bring down a deer or other wild
crame with as much ease a could her hu band.
And when the game wa br ught home, she
could dre · it, he could cook the fie h for food,
and of the skin he could make clothing for her
hu band and children.
There was till another thing that she could
do-she could read ; and she read all the books
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that she could get hold of.
he taught her hu band the letters of the alphabet ; and she showed
him how to wrile his name. For Thoma Lincoln had never gone to chool, and he had never
learned ho\,, to read.
s soon as little Abraham Lincoln was old
enough to understand, his mother read tories to
him from the Bible. Then, while he was still
very young, she taught him to read the stories
for himself.
The neighbors thought it a wonderful thing
that so small a boy could read. There were very
few of them who could do as much. Few of them
thought it of any great use to learn how to read.
There were no school-houses in that part of
Kentucky in those days, and of course there
were no public schools.
One winter a traveling choolmaster came
that way. Ile got ]eave to use a cabin not far
from Mr. Lincoln's, and gav notice that he
would teach chool for two or three weeks. The
people were too poor to pay him for teaching
longer.

IO
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The name of thi

chool master wa Zachariah

Riney.
The young people for miles around flocked to
the chool. Mo ·L of them were big boy. and
girl , and a fe\ were grown up young men.
The only little child was Abraham Lincoln, and
he wa not y t five years old.
There wa. only one book ludied at that
chool, and it was a spelling-book. It had some
easy reading les. ons at the end, but thes were
not to be read until after every word in the book
had been spelled .
You can imagine how the big boys and girls
felt when Abraham Lincoln proved that he could
spell and read better than any of them.
II.-\V ORK

.r\i\D

ORROW.

In the autumn, just after
braham Lincoln
,.va. eight years old, hi parent left their Kentucky home and moved to 'pencer county, in
Indiana.
Il was not yet a year since Indiana had become
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a state. Land could be bought very cheap, and
Mr. Lincoln thought that he could make a good
living there for hi family. He had heard also
that game was plentiful in th Indiana woods.
It was not more tban seventy or eighty miles
from the old home to the new. But it seemed very
far, indeed and it was a good many days before
the slow-moving wagon reached its journey's end.
Over a part of the way there was no road, and
the movers had to cut a path for themselves
through the thick woods.
The boy, \braham, was tall and very strong
for hi age. He already knew how to handle an
ax, and few men could shoot with a rifle better
than he. H was his father's helper in all kinds
of work.
It was in
ovember when the family came to
the place which was to be their future home.
Winter was near at hand. There was no house,
nor shelter of any kind. What would become of
the patient, tired mother, and the gentle little
sister, who had borne themselves so bravely
during the long, hard journey?
1
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o ooner had the hor es been loosed from
the wagon than braham and his father were at
work with their axes. In a . hort tim they had
built what they called a " camp."
This camp wa but a rude shed, made of poles
and thatched with leaves and branche . It wa
enclosed on three ide , o that the chill winds
or the driving rains from the north and west c uld
not enter. The fourth . ide wa left open, and in
front of it a fire wa built.
Thi· fire was kept burning all the ti me. It
warmed the interior of the camp. A big iron
kettle wa hung over it by means of a chain and
pole, and in this kettle the fat bacon, the veni on,
the beans, and the corn were boiled for the family' dinner and supper. In the hot ashes the
good mother baked lu cious "corn dodgers,"
and sometime. , perhap , a few potatoes.
In one end of the camp were the few cooking
uten ils and little article of furniture which even
the poore. t house cannot do without. The rest
of the space was the family sitting-room and
bed-room. The floor was covered with leaves,
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and on these were spread the furry skins of deer
and bears, and other animals.
It was in this camp that the family pent their
fir t winter in Indiana. How very cold and
dreary that winter must have been! Think of
the stormy nights, of the shrieking wind, of ihe
snow and the sleet and the bitter frost! It is
not much wonder if, before ihe spring months
came, the mother's strength began to fail.
But it was a busy winter for Thomas Lincoln.
Every day hi ax was heard in the woods. He
was clearing the ground, so that in the spring it
might be planted with corn and vegetables.
He wa hewing logs for his new hou e ; for he
had made up his mind, now, to have omething
better than a cabin.
The wood. were full of wild animal . It
was easy for Abraham and his father to kill
plenty of game, and thus keep ihe family supplied with fresh meat.
And Abraham, with chopping and hewing
and hunting and trapping, was very busy for a
little boy. He had but little time to play ; and,
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rnce he had no playmates, we cannot know
whether he even wanted to play.
\Vith hi. mother, he read oyer and over the
Bible storie which both of them lov d so well.
And, during the cold, stormy days, when he
could not leave the camp, his mother taught him
how to write.
In the pring the new house was rai ed. It
was only a hewed log house, with one room below and a loft aboYe. But it was so much better than the old cabin in I~ entucky that it eemed
like a palace.
The family had become . o tired of living in
the "camp," that they moved into the new hou e
before the floor wa, laid, or any door hung at
the doonYay.
Then came the plowing and the planting and
the hoeing. Everybody was busy from daylight to dark. There wer so many tree and
. tump. that there wa. but little room for the
corn to grow.
The ummer pa ed, and autumn came. Then
the poor mother' trength gave out.
he could
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no longer go about her household duties.
he
had to depend more and more upon the help
that her children could give her.
At length she became too feeble to leave her
bed. She called her boy to her side.
he put
her arms about him and said: '' Abraham, I am
going away from you, and you will ne\·er see me
again. I know that you will always be good
and kind to your si ter and father. Try to live
as I have taught you, and to love your heavenly
Father.''
On the 5th of October she fell a. leep, never to
wake again.
Under a big sycamore tree, half a mile from
the house, the neighbor dug the grave for the
mother of Abraham Lincoln. And there they
buried her in silence and great sorrow.
There was no minister there to conduct religious services. In all that nevv country there \Vas
no church; and no holy man could be found to
speak words of comforl and hope to the grieving
ones around the grave.
But the boy, Abraham, remembered a travel-
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ing preacher, whom ihey had known in Kentucky. The name of this preacher was David
Elkin. If he would only come !
And o, after all wa oyer, the lad sat down
and wrote a letter to DaYid Elkin. Ile wa only
a child nine years old, but he beli ved that ihe
good man would remember his poor mother, and
come.
It was no ea y ta k lo write a letter. Paper
and ink \Vere not things of common use, a. they
are with u . A pen had to be made from the
quill of a goo e.
Uut at last the letter wa. fi.ni~hed and sent
away. How it ,Yas carried I do not know ; for
the mails were few and far bet\Yeen in those
day , and po tage was very high. It is more
than likely thal ome friend, who was going into
Kentucky, undertook to have it finally handed
to the good preacher.
fonlhs pas ed. The leaves were again on the
tree . The wild flovvers were blos oming in the
wood . At last the preacher came.
He had ridden a hundred mile on hor eback ;
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he had forded ri \·crs, and tra ,·eleel throug·h pathless wood:-; ; he had dared the clangers of the wild
forest : all in an. wer to the lad's beseeching lctt r.
Ile had no hope of reward, save that which
is gi\·en to every man who docs his cluty. Ile
did not know that there would come a time
when the greate t preachers in the world would
envy him his sad task.
And now the friends and neighbors gathered
again under the great. sycamore tree. The funeral sermon was preached. Ilymn · were sung.
A prayer was offered. \Vonh of comfort and
sympathy were spoken.
From that time forward the mind of ~\braham
Lincoln was filled with a high and noble purpose. In his earliest childhood hi mother
had taught him to lo,·e truth and justice, to be
honest and upright among men, and to re,·erence
God. These lessons he ne,·er forgot.
Long afterward, when the world had come to
know him as a Yery great man, he said : "All
that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel
mother."

I
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EW MoTIIER.

The log hou e, which Abraham Lincoln called
his home, was now more lonely and cheerle s
than before. The sunlight of his mother's presence had gone out of it forever.
His sister arah, twel \·e years old, was the
housekeeper and cook. Ilis father had not yet
found time to lay a floor in the hou e, or to hang
a door. There were great crevice betvveen the
logs, through which the wind and the rain drifted
on every tormy day. There was not much comfort in such a house.
But the lad was never idle. In the long winter day , when there was no work to be done, he
. pent the time in reading or in trying to improve
his writing.
There were very few books in the cabins of
that backwoods settlement. But if Abraham
Lincoln heard of one, he could not rest till he
had borrowed it and read it.
Another summer pas ed, and then another
winter. Then, one day, Mr. Lincoln went on a
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visit to Kentucky, leaving hi two children and
their cousin, Dennis Hanks, at home to care for
the house and the farm.
I do not know how long he stayed away, but
it could not have been many weeks. One evening, the children were surprised to see a fourhor. e wagon draw up before ihe door.
Their father was in the wagon ; and by his
ide was a _kind-faced woman; and, sitting on
the straw at the bottom of the wagon-bed, there
were three well-dressed children-two girls and
a boy .
And there were some grand things in the
wagon, too. There were ix split - bottomed
chairs, a bureau with drawers, a wooden che t,
and a feather bed. All these things were very
wonderful to the lad and lassie who had never
known the use of such luxurie .
"Abraham and arah," said Mr. Lincoln, as he
leaped from the wagon, "I have brought you a
new mother and a new brother and two new
sisters."
The new mother greeted ihem very kindly,

20

THE STOR V OF ABRAJI.l.11 IJXCOLN.

and, no cloui")t, looked wilh genllc pity upon
them. They were baref oolccl : their scant clothing \Yas lillle more than rags and tatters ; th "Y
did not loolT much like her own happy chilclr ·n,
whom she had cared for so well.
. _ nd no\ , it was not long urnt.il a great change
was mad, in the Lincoln home. A floor was
laid, a door \Yas hung, a ,Yinclow ,Yas made, the
cre\·ice l ct ween the log · were daubed with cla:,·.
The hou e was furnished in fine style,, ·ith the
chairs and the bureau and the feather heel.

The
kind, new mother brought sunshine ancl hope
into the place that had once been so cheerless.
With the young lad, D •nr'i · flank·, there \Ycre
now six children in the family. But all \Yere
treated with th~ same kindness ; all had the ~ame
motherly care. .._\ncl so, in the mid. t of much
hard work, there were many pleasant days for
them all.

IY .- , ·cuooL A

· I>

Buo1(s .

.._Tot very long afler thi., the people of the
neighborhood made up tl~eir minds that they
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must haYc a school-house. And so, one day
after han·est, the men met together and chopped
clown trees, and built a liltle lo,v-roofcd 1og
cabin to sen·e for that purpose.
If you could ee that cabin you would think it
a queer kind of school-house. 'There \Yas no
floor. There wa - only one window, and in it
were strips of greased paper pasted across, instead of glass. There were no desh, but only
rough l cnchcs made of logs split in hakes. In
one end of the room was a huge fireplace; at the
other end \\'as the luw doorway.
1 he first teacher was a man whose name wa
. c\zel Dor ey. The term of school \Yas Yery
short ; for the settlers could not afford to pay
him much. It was in mid-winter. for then there
was no \YOr]r for the big boys to do at home.
And the big boys, as well as t11e girls and the
smaller boys, for miles around, came in to learn
what they could from Azel Dorsey. The most
of the children studied only pelling; but ome
of the larger ones learned reading and writing
and arithmetic.

22
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There were not Yery many scholars, for the
hou es in that new settlement were few and far
apart.
chool began at an early hour in the
morning, and did nol clo e until th sun was
down.
Just how Abraham Lincoln tood in hi clas es
I do not know ; but I mu t believe that he studied hard and did everything as well a he could.
In the arithmetic which he used, he wrote these
line :
"Abraham Lincoln,
His hand and pen,
He will be good,
But God knows when."

In a few week , Azel Dorsey' chool came to
a clo e; and Abraham Lincoln was agam as
busy as ever about his father's farm. After that
he attended chool only two or three short
terms. If all his chool-days ;vere put together
they would not make a twelve-month.
But he kept on reading and studying at home.
His step-mother said of him : "He read everything he could lay his hands on. When he came
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aero. s a pa.·sage that struck him, he would write
it down on boards, if he had no paper, and keep
it until he had got paper. Then he would copy
it, look at it, commit it to memory, and repeat it.''
mong the books that he read were the Bible,
the Pdgrim's Pro,r;res s, and the poems of Robert Burns. One day he walked a long distance
to borrow a book of a farmer. This book was
Weems's L~fe of JVashi1~oion. Ile read a
much as he could while ·w alking home.
By that time it was dark, and so he sat down
by the chimney and read by firelight until bedtime. Then he took the book to bed ,vith him
in the loft, and read by the light of a tal1ow
candle.
In an hour the candle burned out. He laid
the book in a crevice between two of the logs of
the cabin, so that he might begin reading again
as soon as it \\'as daylight.
But in the night a storm came up. The rain
was blown in, and the book wa. wet through
and through.
In the morning, when Abraham awoke, he saw
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what had happened. Ile dried the leaves as well
as he could, and then finished reading the book.
As soon as he had eaten his breakfast, he hurried to carry the book to its owner. He explained how the accident had happened.
" Mr. Crawford,1' he said, " I am willing to pay
you for the book. I have no money; but, if you
will let me, I will work for you until- I have made
its price."
Mr. Crawford thought that the book was
worth seventy-five cents, and that Abraham's
work \Yould be worth about twenty-five cents a
day. And so the lad helped the farmer gather
corn for three days, and thus became the owner
of the delightful book.
He read the story of vVashington many times
over. He carried the book with him to the field,
and read it while he was following the plow.
From that time, \Vashington was the one great
hero whom he admired. Why could not he
model his own life after that of Washington?
Why could not he also be a doer-of great things
for his country ?
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V.-LIFE IX TIIE BACK.WOODS.

Abraham Lincoln now set to work with a will
to educate him. elf. Ilis father thought that he
did not need to learn anything more. Ile djd
not see that there \Vas any good in book-learning.
If a man could read and write and cipher, what
more was needed ?
But the good step-mother thought differently;
and when another hort term of school began in
the lillle log school-house, all six of the children
from the Lincoln cabin were among the scholars.
In a few weeks, however, the school had
clo. eel ; and the three boys were 3gain hard at
work, chopping and grubbing in Mr. Lincoln's
clearings. They were good-natured, jolly young
fellows, and they lightened their labor with
many a joke and playful prank.
Many were the droll stories with which Abraham amu eel hi~ two companions. l\1any were
the puzzling quc. tion that he a. keel.
ometimes in the evening, with the other fi \·e children
around him, lie would declaim some piece that
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he had learned ; or he would deliver a speech
of his own on some subject of common interest.
If you could see him as he then appeared, you
would hardly think that such a boy would ever
become one of the most famous men of history.
On his head he wore a cap made from the skin
of a squirrel or a raccoon. Instead of trousers
of cloth, he wore buckskin breeches, the legs of
which ·were many inches too short. His shirt
was of deerskin in the winter, and of homespun
tow in the summer.
Stockings he had none.
His shoes were of heavy cowhide, and were
worn only on Sundays or in very cold weather.
The family lived in such a way as to need very
little money. Their bread was made of corn
meal. Their meat was chiefly the flesh of wild
game found in the forest.
Pewter plates and wooden trenchers were
used on the table. The tea and coffee cups were of
painted tin. There was no stove, and all the cooking ·was done on the hearth of the big fireplace.
But poverty was no hindrance to Abraham
Lincoln. He kept on with his reading and his
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studies as be t he could. Sometime he would
go to the little village of Gentryville, near by, to
spend an evening.
He would tell so many
joke and so many funny stories, that all the
people would gather round him to listen.
vVhen he \Vas sixteen years old he went one
day io Booneville, fifteen miles away, to attend
a trial in court. Ile had never been in court before. Ile listened ,vith great at ten lion to all that
wa said. \Vhen the lawyer for the defense
made hi speech, the youth was so full of delight
that he could not contain him. elf.
Ile arose from his seat, walked across the courtroom, and shook hands with the lawyer. "That
was the best speech I ever heard," he said.
Ile was tall and very slim ; he was dressed in
a jeans coat and buckskin trousers ; his feet
were bare. It mu t have been a strange sight to
see him thus complimenting an old and practiced
lawyer.
From that time, one ambition seemed to fill
his mind. He wanted to be a lawyer and make
great speeches in court. He walked twelve miles
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barefooted, to borrow a copy of the laws of Indiana. Day and night he read and studied.
" Some day I shall be President of the United
States," he said to some of _his young friends.
And this he said not as a joke, but in the firm
belief that it would prove to be true.

VI.-T1rn

BOATMAN.

One of Thomas Lincoln's friends owned a
ferry-boat on the Ohio Ri\·er. It was nothing
but a small rowboat, and would carry only three
or four people at a time. This man ,vanted to
employ some one to take care of his boat and
to ferry people across the river.
Thomas Lincoln was in need of money ; and
so he arranged with his friend for Abraharn to do
this ,vork. The wages of the young man were
to be $2.50 a week. But all the money was to be
his father's.
One day tvvo strangers came to the landing.
They wanted to take passage on a steamboat
that was coming clown the river. The ferry-boy
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signalled to the. teamboat and it topped in midstream. Then the boy rowed out \\ ilh the two
passengers, and they \Yere taken on board.
J u:t as he was turning toward: the shore again,
each of the strangers lo. :eel a half-dollar inlo his
boat. Ile picked the silver up and looked at it.
Ah, how rich he felt! Ile had ne\·er had . o much
money at one time. And he had gollen all for
a few minutes' labor!
vVhen winter came on, there were fewer p ople
who wanted to cross the ri\·cr. 'o, at last, the
ferry-boat was tied up, and Abraham Lincoln
went back to his father's home.
Ile was now nineteen years old. Ile was very
tall-nearly six feet four inches in height. I le
was as strong as a young giant. He could
jump higher and farther, and he could run fa ·ter,
than any of his fellows; and there was no one,
far or near, who could lay him on his back.
Although he had always Ii\· cl in a community
of rude, rough people, he had no bad habits. I:-Ic
u ed no tobacco; he did not drink ·trong liquor;
no profane word ever passed hi lip .

30

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM- LINCOLN.

He was good-natured at all times, and kind to
every one.
During that winter, Mr. Gentry, the storekeeper in the village, had bought a good deal of
corn and pork. He intended, in the spring, to
load this on a flatboat and send it down the river
to New Orleans.
In looking about for a captain to take charge
of the boat, he happened to think of Abraham
Lincoln. He knew that he could trust the young
man . And so a bargain was soon made. Abraham agreed to pilot the boat to New Orleans
and to market the produce there; and Mr. Gentry was to pay his father eight dollars and a half
a month for his services .
As soon as the ice had well melted from the
river, the voyage was begun. Besides Captain
Lincoln there was only one man in the crew, and
that was a son of Mr. Gentry's.
The voyage was a long and weary one, but at
last the two boatmen reached the great southern
city. Here they saw many strange things of
which they had never heard before. But they
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soon sold their cargo and boat, and then returned
home on a steamboat.
To Abraham Lincoln the world wa now very
different from what it had seemed before. Ile
longed to be away from the narrow life in the
woods of pencer county. He longed to be doing something for himself-to be making for himself a fortune and a name.
But then he, remembered his mother' teachings when he sat on her kn e in the old Kentucky home, '' lways do right." He remembered her last words, "I know you will be kind
to your father."
And so he resolved to stay with his father, to
work for him, and to give him all his earnings
until he was twenty-one years old.

VII.- THE Frn.sT

YEAR: IN lLLI

ors.

Early in the spring of 1830, Thoma Lincoln
sold his farm in Indiana, and the whole family
moved to Illinois. The household goods were
put in a wagon drawn by four yoke of oxen.
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The kind step-mother and her daughters rode
also in the wagon .
.Abraham Lincoln, with a long ,vhip in his hand,
trudged through the mud by the side of the road
and guided the oxen. \Vho that saw him thus
going into Illinois would have dreamed that he
would in time become that state's greatest citizen?
The journey was a long and hard one ; but in
two weeks they reached Decatur, where they
had decided to make their new home.
Abraham Lincoln was now oYer twenty-one
years old. Ile was his own man. But he stayed
with his father that spring. He helped him
fence his land; he helped him plant his corn.
But his father had no money to give him.
The young man's clothing was all worn out, and
he had nothing with which to buy any more.
vVhat should he do ?
Three miles from his father's cabin there lived
a thrifty ,voman, whose name was Nancy Miller.
Mrs. Miller owned a flock of sheep, and in her
house there were a spinning-wheel and a loom
that were always busy. And so you must know
,
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that she wove a great deal of jeans and homemade cloth.
Abraham Lincoln bargained with this woman
to make him a pair of trousers. lle agreed that
for each yard of cloth required, he would split for
her four hundred rail .
He had to split fourie n hundred rail in all;
but he worked so fast thai he had finished them
before the trousers were ready.
The next pril saw young Lincoln piloting another flatboat down the Mi. sis ippi to New Orlean.. Ilis companion this time was hi mother's
relative, John Ilanks. This time he ta yed longer
m ew Orlean , and he saw some things which
he had barely noticed on his first trip.
Ile saw gangs of slaves being driven through
the treets. Ile Yisited the slave-market, and
saw women and girls old to the highe t bidder
like so many cattle.
The young man, who would not be unkind to
any Iiving being, wa. shocked by these sight. .
" His heart bled; he wa mad, thoughtful, ad,
and depressed."
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He said to John Hanks, " If I ever get a chance
to hit that institution, I'll hit it hard, John."
He came back from New Orleans in July. Mr.
Offut, the owner of the flatboat which he had
taken down, then employed him to act as clerk
in a country store which he had at New Salem.
New Salem was a little town not far from
Springfield.
Young Lincoln was a good salesman, and all
the customers liked him. Mr. Off ut declared
that the young man knew more than anyone else
in the United States, and that he could outrun
and outwrestle any man in the county.
But in the spring of the next year Mr. Offut
failed. The store was closed, and Abraham Lincoln was out of employment again.

VIII.-THE

BLACK

HA WK

w AR.

There were still a good many Indians 111 the
West. The Sac Indians had lately sold their
lands in northern Illinois to the United States.
They had then mO\'ed across the Missjssippi
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river, to other lands that had been set apart for
them.
But they did not. like their new home. At last
they made up their minds to go back to their
former hunting-grounds. They were led by a
chief whose name was Black IIawk; and they
began by killing the \vhite settlers and burning
their hou e and crop..
Thi was in the ~pring of 1832.
The whole state of Illinois wa in alarm. The
governor called for vol un tee rs to help the C ni tecl
tate soldier drive the Indian back.
Abraham Lincoln enli ted.
IIis company
elected him captain.
IIe did not know anything about military tac:
tics. He did not know how to give order to his
men. But he did the be t that he could, and
learned a great deal by experienc .
His company marched north ward aud westward until they came to the Mi. si ·ippi riv r. But
they did not meet any Indian. and so there wa
no fighting.
1

The young men under Captain Lincoln were
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rude fellows from the prairies and backwoods.
They were rough in their manners, and hard
to control. But they had very high respect for
their captain.
Perhaps this was because of his great strength,
and his skill in wrestling ; for he could put the
roughest and strongest of them on their backs.
Perhaps it was because he was good-natured and
kind, and, at the same time, very firm and dec1s1ve.
In a few weeks the time for which the company had enlisted came to an end. The young
men were tired of being soldiers ; and so all, except Captain Lincoln and one man, were glad to
hurry home.
But Captain Lincoln never gave up anything
half done. He enlisted again. This time he
was a pri vat.e in a company of mounted rangers.
The main camp of the volunteers and soldiers
was on the banks of the Rock river, in northern
Illinois.
Here, one day, Abraham Lincoln saw a young
lieutenant of the United States army, whose
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name wa.· Jeff rson Davi . It is not likely
that the fin young officer noti eel the rough-clad
ranger ; but they were to know more of each
other at a future time.
Three weeks after that. the war was at an end.
The Indians had been beaten in a battle, and
Black Hawk had been taken prisoner.
But Abraham Lincoln had not been rn any
fight. Ile had not een any Indian , exc pt
peaceable ones.
In June his company was mustered out, and
he r turned home to 1 ew alem.
He was then twenty-three years old.

IX.-Ir

TIIE LEGISLATURE.

\i\Then
braham Lincoln came back to New
alem it was nearly time for the state election.
The people of the town and neighborhood wanted
to send him to the legislature, and he agreed to
be a candidat .
It was at Pappsville, twelve mile from pringfield, that he made his first campaign speech.
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He said: "Gentlemen and fellow-citizens,, I presume you all know who I am.
"I am humble Abraham Lincoln. I have been
solicited by my friends to become a candidate
for the legislature.
"My politics are short and sweet.
'' I am in favor of a national bank; am in favor
of the internal improvement system, and a high
protective tariff.
"These are my sentiments and political principles. If elected, I shall be thankful ; if not, it
will be all the same."
He was a tall, gawky, rough-looking fellow.
He was dressed in a coarse suit of homespun,
much the worse for wear.
A few days after that, he made a longer and
better speech at Springfield.
But he was not elected.
About this time a worthless fellow, whose
name was Berry, persuaded Mr. Lincoln to help
him buy a store in
ew Salem. Mr. Lincoln
had no money, but he gave his notes for the
value of half the goods,
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The venture wa not a profitable one. In a
few months the stor was sold; but Abraham
did not receive a dollar for it. It wa. six years
before h was able to pay off the notes which he
had gi\·en.
During all this time Mr. Lincoln did not give
up the idea of being a lawyer. He bought a
second-hand copy of Blackstone's Commentaries
at auction. Ile studied it so diligently that m
a f w week he had ma -tered the whole of it.
Ile bought an old form-book, and began to
draw up contracts, deeds, and all kind of legal
papers.
Ile would often walk to 'pringfield, fourteen
miles away, to borrow a book; and he would
master thirty or forty pages of it while returning home.
0011 he began to practice in a mall way before justices of the peace and country juries.
Ile was appointed po tmaster at ew alem, but
so littl mail came to the place that the office
wa. oon discontinued.
H wa. n arly tw nt ·-five ,ear old. But,
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with all hi industry, he could hardly earn money
enough to pay for hi . board and clothing.
He had learn d a little about . urveying while
living in Indiana. II now took up the study
again, and vvas soon appointed deputy urveyor
of angamon county.
Ile was Yery skilful as a surveyor. Although
hi chain was only a grape-vine, be wa very accurate and ne\·er made mi takes.
The next year h was again a candidate for
the legi ·lature. This time the people were ready
to vote for him, and he was el cted. It was no
._ mall thing for ·o young a man to be cho en to
help make the lavvs of his tate .
.,. o man ever had fewer advantages than
Abraham Lincoln. As a boy, he was the poore t
of the poor.
To rich fri nd held out a helping
hand. But ee what he had already accompli hed by pluck, per. everance, and honesty !
He had not had acce. .· to many books, but he
knew bo oks better than most men of his age.
He knew the Bible by heart; he wa. familiar
with hakespeare; he could repeat nearly all the
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poem. of Burn ; he knew much about physics
and mechanics ; he had mastered the elements
of ]aw.
le was very awkward and far from handsome,
but he was so mode ·t, so un elfish and kind, that
every one who knew him liked him. He was a
true gentleman-a gentleman at heart, if not in
outside poli h.
And so, a I have already said, Abraham Lincoln, at the age of twenty-five, wa elected to the
state legi lature. Ile served the people so well
that when his term clo ed, two years later, they
. ent him back for another term.
The capital of Illinois had, up to this time,
been at Vandalia. Mr. Lincoln and his friends
now succe ded in having a law passed to remove it to pringfi ld.
pringfield was nearer
to the centre of the tate; it was more convenient to everybody, and had other advantages
which Vandalia did not haYe.
The people of pringfield were so delighted
that they urged Mr. Lincoln to come there and
practice law. An older lawyer, whose name was
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John T. Stuart, and who had a good practice,
offered to take him in partnership with him.
And so, in 1837, Abraham Lincoln left New
Sa]em and removed to Springfield. He did not
have much to move. All the goods that he had
in the world were a few clothes. ·w hich he carried in a pair of saddle-bags, and two or three
law books. He had no money, and he rode into
Springfield on a borrowed horse.
He was then twenty-eight years old.
From that time on, Springfield was his home.

X.- POLITICS

AND MARRIAGE.

The next year after his removal to Springfield,
Mr. Lincoln was elected to the legislature for the
third time.
There were then, in this country, two great
political parties, the Democrats and the Whigs.
Mr. Lincoln was a Whig, and he · soon became
the leader of his party in the state. But the
Whigs were not so strong as the Democrats.
The legislature was in session only a few weeks
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each year ; and o Mr. Lincoln could devote all
the rest of the time to the practice of law. There
were many able lawyers in Illinois; but Abe
Lincoln of pringfield soon made him elf known
among the best of them.
In 1840, he was again elected .to the legisl ature. This wa the year in which General vVilliam H. Ilarrjson was elected president of the
United tate . General IIarrison was a Whig;
and Mr. Lincoln's name was on the \Vhig ticket
as a candidate for presidential elector in his
tate.
The presidential campaign was one of the
mo t exciting that had ever been known. It
was called the " log cabin " campaign, because
General Harrison had lived in a log cabin, and
his opponent had sneered at his poverty.
In the East as well a in the West, the excitement was very great. In every city and town
and village, wherever there was a political meeting, a log cabin was seen. On one side of the
low door hung a long-handled gourd ; on the
other side, a coon-skin was nailed to the logs ;
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the blue smoke curled up from the top of the
stick-and-clay chimney.
You may believe that Abraham Lincoln went
into this campaign with all his heart. He traveled over a part of the state, making stumpspeeches for his party.
One of his ablest opponents was a young lawyer, not quite his own age, whose name was
Stephen A . Douglas. In many places, during
this campaign, Lincoln and Douglas met in public debate upon the questions of the day. And
both of them were so shrewd, so well informed,
and so eloquent, that those. who heard them were
unable to decide which was the greater of the
two.
General Harrison was elected, but not through
the help of Mr. Lincoln ; for the vote of Illinois
that year \Vas for the Democratic candidate.
In 1842, when he was thirty-three years old,
Mr. Lincoln was married to Miss Mary Todd, a
young lady from Kentucky, who had lately come
to Springfield on a visit.
For some time after their marriage, Mr. and
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Mrs. Lincoln lived in a hotel called the " Globe
Tavern," paying four dollars a week for rooms
and board. But, in 1844, Mr. Lincoln bought a
small, but comfortable frame house, and in this
they lived until they went to the White House,
sev~nteen years later.
Although he had been successful as a young
lawyer, Mr. Lincoln was still a poor man. But
Mrs. Lincoln said: "I would rather have a good
man, a man of mind, with bright prospects for
success and power and fame, than marry one
with all the horses and houses and gold in the
world."
XL-CONGRESSMAN

AND

LA WYER.

In r 846, Mr. Lincoln was again .elected to the
legislature.
In the following year the people of his district
chose him to be their representative in Congress.
He took his seat in December. He was then
thirty-nine years old. He was the only Whig
from Illinois.
There were many famous men in Congress at
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that time. Mr. Lincoln's life-long rival, Stephen
A. Douglas, was one of the senators from Illinois. He had already served a term or two in
the Ilouse of Repre entatives.
Daniel \Vebster was also in the enate ; and
so was John C. Calhoun; and so was Jefferson
Davis.
fr. Lincoln took an active interest in all the
subject that came before Congress. Ile made
many speeches. But, perhaps, the most important thing that he did at thi · time ,vas to propo e
a bill for the abolition of the slave-trade in the
city of \Va hington.
Ile believed that slavery was unju t to the
slave and harmful to the nation. He wanted to
do what he could to keep it from becoming a
Lill greater evil. But the bill was opposed o
strongly that it was not even voted upon.
After the close of Mr. Lincoln's term in Congres , he hoped that Pre ident Taylor, who was
a \Vhig, might appoint him to a good office.
Hut in this he wa disappointed .
. . ncl so, in 1849, he returned to his home in
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Springfield, and again settled down to the practice of law.
He was then forty years old. Considering the
poverty of his youth, he had done great things
for himself. But he had not done much for his
country. Outside of his own state his name was
still unknown.
His life for the next few years was like that of
any other successful lawyer in the new1y-settled
West.
He had a large practice, but his fees
were very small. His income from his profession
was seldom more than $2,000 a year.
His habits were Yery simple. He lived comfortably and respectably.
In his modest little
home there vYas an air of order and refinement,
but no show of luxury.
No matter where he might go, Mr. Lincoln
would have been known as a Western man. He
was six feet four inches in height. His face was
very homely, but very kind.
He was cordial and friendly in his manners.
There was something about him vvhich made
everybody feel that he was a sincere, truthful,
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upright man. He was known among his neighbors as "Honest Abe Lincoln."

XII.-T1rn Qu ESTION

OF

LA VERY.

The great subject befor the country at this
time was lavery. It had been the cause of trouble
for many years.
In the early settlement of the American colonies, lavery had been introduced through the influence of the English government. The first
slaves had been brought to Virginia nearly 240
years before the time of \\'hich I am telling you.
fany people saw from the beginning tha~ it
wa an evil which would at some distant day
bring disa ter upon tbe country. In I 772, the
people of Virginia petitioned the king of England to put a stop to the bringing of slaves from
Africa into that colony. But the petition was
rejected ; and the king forbade them to speak of
the matter any more.
Washington, Jeffer on, and other founders of
our nation looked upon lav ry a .:in evil. They
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hoped that the time might come when it would
be done away with ; for they knew that the
country would prosper better without it.
At the time of the Revolution, slavery was permitted in all the states. But it was gradually
abolished, first in Pennsylvania and then in the
New England states, and afterwards in ew York.
In I 787, a law was passed by Congress declaring that there should be no slavery in the territory northwest of the river Ohio. This was the
territory from which the states of Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin were formed;
and so, of course, these states were free states
from the beginning.
The great industry of the South was cottonra1smg.
The people of the Southern states
claimed that slavery was necessary, because only
negro slaves could do the work required on the
big cotton plantations. Kentucky, Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana were admitted, one by one, into the Union; and all were
slave states.
In r 82 r, Missouri applied for admission into the
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Union. The South wanted slavery in this state
also, but the North objected. There were many
hot debates in Congress over this question. At
last, through the influence of Henry Clay, the
dispute was settled by what has since Leen known
as the Missouri Com promise.
The Missouri Compromise provided that Missouri should be a slave state; this was to satisfy
the South. On the other hand, it declared that
all the western territory north of the line which
formed the southern boundary of Missouri,
should forever be free ; this was to appease the
North.
But the cotton planters of the South grew more
wealthy by the labor of their slaves. More territory was needed for the extension of slavery.
Texas joined the United States and became a
slave state. ·
Then followed a war with Mexico ; and California, New Mexico and Utah were taken from
that country. Should . slavery be allowed in
these new territories also ?
At this time a new poiitical party was formed.
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It was called the "Free Soil Party," and the
principle for which it contended was this : "No
more slave states and no slave terrz'tory."

This party was not Yery strong at first, but
soon large numbers of vVbigs and many northern
Democrats, who did not believe in the extension
of slavery, began to join it.
Although the \Vhig party refused to take any
position against the extension of slavery, there
were many anti-slavery \Vhigs who still remained
with it and voted the \Vhig- ticket-and one of
these men was Abraham Lincoln.
The contest between freedom and slavery became more fierce e,·ery day. At last another
compromise was proposed by Henry Clay.
This compromise provided that California
should be admitted as a free state; that slavery
should not be prohibited in New Mexico and
Utah; that there should be no more markets for
slaves in the District of Columbia; and that a
new and very strict fugitive-slave law should be
passed.
This compromise is called the "Compromise

THE STORY OF ABRAHAitl LINCOLN.

53

of 1850." It was in support of these measures
that Daniel \Vebster made his last great speech.
It was hoped by \Vebster and Clay that the
Com promise of r 8 50 would put an end to the
agitation about lavery. ".1. row we shall have
peace/' they said.
But the agitation became
·tronger and stronger, and peace seemed farther
away than eyer before.
In r 854, a bill was pa~sed by Congre s to organize the territories of r ansa and rebraska.
Thi. bill provided that the l\lis ouri Compromise
should be repealed, and that the question of
slavery in the, e territorie. should be decided by
the people living in them.
The bill was passed through the influence of
tephen J\. Douglas of Illinois. There was now
no bar to the extension of slavery into any of
the territories save that of public opinion.
The excitement all over the
orth wa Yery
great. In Kansas there wa actual war between
those who favored slavery and tho e who opposed iL Thinking men in all parts of the coun-

try saw that a areat ri . i was at hand.
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XIII.-LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS.

It was then that Abraham Lincoln came forward as the champion of freedom.
Stephen A. Douglas was a candidate for reelection to the Senate, and he found it necessary
to defend himself before the people of his state
for the part he had taken in repealing the Missouri Compromise. He went from one city to
another, making speeches ; and at each place
Abraham Lincoln met him in joint debate.
"I do not care whether slavery is voted into
or out of the territories," said Mr. Douglas.
"The question of slavery is one of climate.
Wherever it is to the interest of the inhabitants
of a territory to have slave property, there a
slave law will be enacted."
But Mr. Lincoln replied, "The men who
signed the Declaration of Independence said
that all men are created equal, and are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable rightslife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. . . .
I beseech you, do not destroy that immortal em-
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blem of humanity, the Declaration of Independence."
At last, Mr. Douglas felt that he was beaten.
He proposed that both should go home, and that
there should be no more joint discussions. Mr.
Lincoln agreed to this; but the words which
he had spoken sank deep into the hearts of
those who heard them.
The speeches of Lincoln and Douglas were
printed in a book. People in all parts of the
country read them. They had heard much about
Stephen A. Douglas. He was called "The Little Giant." He had long been famous among
the politicians of the country. It was believed
that he would be the next President of the
United States.
But who was this man Lincoln, who had so
bravely vanquished the Little Giant? He was
called "Honest Abe." There were few people
outside of his state who had ever heard of him
before.
Mr. Douglas returned to his seat in the United
States Senate. Mr. Lincoln became the acknowl-
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edged leader of the forces oppo ed to the extension of slavery.
In May, 1856, a convention of the people of
Illinois wa held in Bloomington, Illinois. It
met for the purpo e of forming a new political
party, the chief object and aim of which should
be to oppose the extension of lavery into the
terri torie .
Mr. Lincoln made a speech to the members of
this convention. It was one of the greatest
speeches ever heard in this country. "Again
and again, during the delivery, the audience
sprang to their feet, and, by long- continued
cheer , expre sed how deeply the speaker had
rou ed t.hem."
And o the new party was organized. It was
compo ed of the men who had formed the old
Free oil Party, together wit.h uch \Vhig and
Democrat a. were oppo ed to the further growt.h
of the slave power. But the greater number of
its members were \Vhigs. This new party \Va
called The Republican Party.
In June, the Republican Party held a national
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convention at Philadelphia, and nominated John
C. Fremont for President. But the party was
not strong enough to carry the election that year.
In that same month the Democrats held a convention at Cincinnati. Every effort was made
to nominate Stephen A. Douglas for President.
But he was beaten in his own party, on account
of the action which he had taken in the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise.
James Buchanan was nominated in his stead,
and, in November, was elected.
And so the conflict went on.
In the year 1858 there was another senes of
joint debates between Lincoln and Douglas.
Both were candidates for the United States Senate. Their speeches were among the most remarkable ever delivered in any country.
Lincoln spoke for liberty and justice. Douglas's speeches were full of fire and patriotism.
He hoped to be elected President in·1860. In the
end, it was generally acknowledged that Lincoln
had made the best arguments. But Douglas was
re-elected to the Senate.
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XIV.-PRE ' IDE

T OF TIIE

u TJTED

STATES.

In 1860 there were four candidates for the
presidency.
The great Democratic Party was divided into
two branches. One branch nominated tephen
A. Dougla . The other branch, which included
the larger number of the lave-owners of the
outh, nominat d John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky.
The remnant of the old \Vhig Party, now
called the "Union Party," nominated John Be11,
of Tennessee.
The Republican Party nominated Abraham
Lincoln.
In ovember came the election, and a majority of all the elector cho eu were for Lincoln.
The people of the cotton-gro\\'ing states believed that, by this eleclion, the orthern people
intended to deprive them of their right . They
believed that the anli-slavery people intended to
do much more than prevent the extension of
slavery. They believed that the abolitionists
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were bent upon passing laws to deprive them of
their slaves.
vVild rumors were circulated concerning the
designs which the "Black Republicans," as they
were called, had formed for their coercion and
oppression. They declared that they would
never submit.
And so, in December, the people of South Carolina met in convention, and declared that that
state had seceded from the Union-that they
would no longer be citizens of the United States.
One by one, six other states followed; and they
united to form a new government, called the
Confederate States of America.
It had long been held by the men of the South
that a state had the right to withdraw from the
Union at any time. This was called the doctrine of States' Rights.
The Confederate States at once chose Jeff erson Davis for their President, and declared themselves free and independent.
In February, Mr. Lincoln went to Washington
to be inaugurated. His enemies openly boasted
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that he should never reach that city alive; and
a plot wa. formed to kill him. on his passage
through Baltimore. BuL he took an earlier train
than the one appointed, and arrived at the capital
in safety.
On the 4th of March he was inaugurated. In
his address at that time he said: " In your
hand,, my di satisfied countrymen, and not in
mine, i the momentous is ue of civil war. Your
go\·ernment will not assail you. You can have
no conflict without being your el ve the aggressors. You have no oath regi tered in heaven to
de troy the government; while I shall have the
most solemn one to protect and defend it."
The Confederate tate demanded that the
government should give up all the forls, arsenals,
and public property \vithin their limits. This,
President Lincoln refused to do. He said that
he could not admit that the. e states had withdrawn from the Union, or that they could withdraw without the consent of the people of the
nited tates, given in a national convention.
And so, in April, the Confederate guns were
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turned upon Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor,
and the war was begun.
President Lincoln
issued a call for 75,000 men to serve in the army
for three months ; and both parties prepared for
the great contest.
It is not my purpose to give a history of that terrible war of four years. The question of slavery
was now a secondary one. The men of one party
were determined, at whatever hazard, to preserve
the Union. The men of the other party fought to
defend their doctrine of States' Rights, and to
set up an independent government of their own.
President Lincoln was urged to use his power
and declare all the slaves free. He answered :
"My paramount object is to save the Union,
and not either to save or destroy slavery.
"If I could save the Union without freeing
any slave, I would do it. If I could save it by
freeing all the slaves, I would do it. If I could
save it by freeing some and leaving others alone,
I would also do that.''
At last, however, when he saw that the success
of t.he Union arms depended upon his freeing
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the laves, he decided to do so. On the 1st of
Januar_, r 63, he is ~ued a proclamation declaring
that the slaves, in all t.he tates or parts of tates
then in rebellion, . hould be free.
By thi proclamation, more than three millions
of colored people wer given their freedom.
But the war still went on. It reached a turning point, howe\'er, at the battle of Getty burg,
in July, that ame year. From that time the
cau e of the Con federate ' tates was on the wane.
Little by little t.he patriot , who were truggling
for the pre ervation of the Union, prevailed.

XIV.-TIIE

END OF A GREAT LIFE.

At the clo e of :Mr. Lincoln's first term, he wa.
again elected President of the United 'tates.
The war \Vas still going on, but the Union arm
were novv everywhere -victorious.
Hi second inaugural address was very hort.
He did not boast of any of hi . achievements ;
he did not rejoice over the defeat of his enemies.
But he said:
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"With malice toward none; with charity for
all ; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work
we are in ; to bind up the nation's wounds ; to
care for him who shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow and his orphan-to do all
which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations."
Five weeks after that, on the 9th of April,
1865, the Confederate army surrendered, and the
war was at an end.
Abraham Lincoln's work was done.
The 14th of April was Good Friday. On the
evening of that day, Mr. Lincoln, with Mrs. Lincoln and two or three friends, visited Ford's
Theatre in Washing ton.
At a few minutes past ro o'clock, an actor
whose name was John Wilkes Booth, came into
the box where Mr. Lincoln sat. No one saw
him enter. He pointed a pistol at the President's
head, and fired. He leaped down upon the
stage, shouting "Sz'c semper tyrannus / The
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outh
a\·enged ! " Then he ran behind the
scenes and out by the stage door.
The President fell forward.
His eyes clo. ed.
He neither a\v, nor heard, nor felt anything that
was taking place. Kind arms carried him to a
private house not far away.
At twenty minutes past even o'clock the next
rnorning th o. e who ,vatched beside him gave
out the mouraful nc \\ t.hat Abraham Lincoln
wa dead.
He \vas fifty-six years old.
The whole nation wept for him. In the out.h
as well as in the ; orth, the people bovved themel ve in grief.
Heart.felt tribute of sorrow
came from other lands in all parts of the world.
'ever, before nor since, has there been such univer al mourning.
uch is the . tory of Abraham Lincoln. In the
history of the world, there i no story more full
of lessons of per everance, of patience, of honor,
of true nobility of purpo e. Among the great
men of all time, there has been no one more truly
great than he.
1

